The role of physicians and certification boards to improve quality.
Amid growing focus on individual physician performance, it is timely to examine what evidence exists that physicians can be facilitators and leaders for health care quality improvement in their local health care environments. Despite the importance of governmental policy and national initiatives, change in health care quality must occur in the context of local communities. Therefore, individual physician involvement, working with other local health care leaders and providers, will be crucial to future quality improvement. The objectives of this article are as follows: (1) outline why physicians must be involved in quality improvement, (2) delineate the barriers and facilitators to physician involvement, and (3) discuss how medical certification boards can facilitate greater physician involvement in quality improvement.